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Never have secret diplomatic negotiations l if that is what they are) 
been conducted Mth such public ostentation. 

The full magnitude of the "peace offiensive" the first traces of which 
were visible yesterday morning and have been suggested by the failure of the US to 
resume bombing of NVN was unfolded late yesterday and is in the papers onthe air 
this morning. It has all the earmarks of the typical "Johnson manner" plus the 
traditional diplomatic indications of fraud. If it has the declared intent, it is 
fhe rarest such effort in diplomatic history. 

As of the moment, it is my belief this is a monster effory to 
show the world, which has been reacting badly to the US position and actions, and 
the US public (which will, be voting again in less than a year) that J ohnson and his 
administration are making the maximum effort to achieve a reasonable peace. It can 
not, on the basis of what has been shown and said re cently, be so interpreted 
by reasonable minds. 

If more than any other factors, any can be singled out for the 
administrations efforts, they would seem to be two: the failure of aL 1 of its 
military efforts (save the utter destruction of t e puppet government) despite 
tos great investment of men, equipment and money, ana the violent reaction against 
the successful effort of the State Department to ruin tht Italian initiative, whihh, 
additionally, caused Fanfani's "irrevocable" resignation. 

The decision of the US military, in the midst of such "delicate" pol- 
itical and diplomatic maneuverings can be only the most unusual kind of a coin- 
cidence or a deliberate effort to preclude agreement to anything by the other side. 
i“ost of all this is the airpacking of the troops from Hawaii. 

On the diplomatic side, what came all at one time: 

The continuing activity o'' the peop pope, whose carefully selected words 
were aimed at the US, 

The sending of a high- level delegation by the USSR to Hanoi 
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The meetings of tte Soviet-bloc nations to unify their VN aid. 

Sending Ambassador Goldberg to see the Pope (the equivalent of which, 
unless my recollection errs, hasn't happened since WV.II ) mere to tell him thanks 
for the Fresi dent on the fsce of it doesn't make sense unless it has an ulterior 
motive, the most obvious of which is for the President to basks under the pope’s 
halo. This is the normal function of diplomatic exchanges. There remains the 
possibility the press accounts ere based upon incomplete information, that G did 
more that hasn't been re' eased. There is also the possibility that such a kove 
could have adverse domestic politicial consequences, unless more is involved. 

Harriman' s arrival in Warsaw in a Presidential jet ith two top 
State Department execs on China, Hungary, enjoyed all the privacy of a 21-gun 
salute. He was immediately reported to have ijmediately gone to a bug-proof room 
in t e embassy and to have gone to work there. The present of the Chinese-US talks 
there (no mention in this e.m.’s papers of his present presence) and the impor- 
tance of Poland as a member of the international commission sdd significance, if 
Harriman has anything to say - and if this is just a show of 'efxort". Coindiding 
with the visits of G and H was that of If oy Pohler to Kosygin, indicated in the 
papers of amspecial dispensation, ^-t is supposedly a courtesy he asked for at the 
time Kosygin took office and was being answered ahead of all the other such 
request, a sign of Soviet cooperation. Hence it is not normal, despite the 
prdss accouhts, based upon US official statements, that it is just normal. 

So what can all this meanV Nothing exc pt window-dressing unless the US 
is willing to take a uosition acceptable to the other side, which it has given no 
sign of doing. The position of the other side has been clear and unvarying, and 
the typical and consistent misrepresentation of Ko's reply to the pope (made in 
great haste) as with all previous NVN statera n s is monolithic on radio TV and 
in the press and in no sense helps the functioning of a democratic system in its 
perpetuation of a deliberately and officiallly fostered misrepresentation. 

V.'e re the IB to adipt a position that the other side could accept, vould 
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it hove made such a great show of sending in new troops? T^is was released at the 
time the other delevopments we re becoming clear, and at a time when those in the 

know knew what impended, -^t is a sign the US doing all it csn to prevent 

agreement . 

The ostentation of the cessation of dombing in a context of making it 
mean this is to get a comparable concession from the other side is vulgar and 
cannot be calculated to succeed, any more then to expect the forgivenness of a man 

who is told if you put that clud down, I may not continue to rape your wife. No 

one can react to such a vrass approach without loosing all his self respe ct and throwi 
ing away whatever posture and diplomatic position he has. ^his can be inten:ed only 
as a means of propagandizing the American public and the few in the rest of the 
world who might be influenced by it. 

To do al of this in the context see how reasonale we are, not what will 
you dd> in return, especially considering the actualities of the SECAsia situation 
is to engage in self-deception, if this whole business is intended to be serious. 

To do it as a prelude to a great escalation makes sense, for it can 
be assume] it will have a considerable conditioning effect on US opinion, il - 
informed and misinformed as it is and has been. The ’’hshington Post editorial this 
morning, in a v ery crude way, almost says this, and warns the conseauences mpist 
( a- though right and proper) mean the bombing of other communist countires. J 'his 
conincides with a campaign against Cambodia, punctured by articles by Karnow, 
sent to °ambodia by the Post in response to inviattion, who could find no valida- 
tion for 8ny of the US charges against Cambodia. 

The whole thing may have been put in perspective by the stupid ( unless 
h- intends to wreck my chance of negotiations or settlement or is acting at the 
behest of the US, esp. military) statement by the SVN foreign minister, thar his 
group will not negotiate ( although they will talk, and he makes the distinction 

Johnson did ana the pepers continue to misrepresent). T^isais exactly what Fritche 
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said four days ago, only to ba denied by the US govt. %at this means, of course 
is that since SVN represents no one save US power, it doesn’t dare negotiable. 

±l h8S nothin ® to negotiate except its surrender, and it can hope to come from 
negotiations with hothing, since it has nothing of its own. This, even if the 
US wants to get out gracefully and makes an honest effort, is the brake upon it, 
the brake that should have been anticipated by 3 policy makers ( who may have 
and may have deliberately constructed thisimpossible situation). 

If the obvious US moves were of serious intent, they could have been 
done more quietly. The results of the publ city re the Italian mover ere to 
clear and recent. The effects on the US public at this stage would be adverse to 
further efforts at peace ( which again seems to be the objective). So it seems 
clear that the administration is putting on a five-ringer for the purpose of 
providing itself with an out for escalation, with pQblic support, and building 
into it al. 1 it can get away with to guarantee the reaction of the other side 


will also work this way. 


